
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Joseph Regional School 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

133 N. Third Street 

Hammonton, NJ 08037 

609-704-2400 

www.stjosephprek8.org 

http://www.stjosephprek8.org/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Table of Contents 
The Mission & History ............................................................................................. 2 

The Faculty & Accreditation ..................................................................................... 3 

Early Learning ...................................................................................................... 4 

Elementary School ................................................................................................ 5 

The Middle School ................................................................................................. 6 

Programs of Study ................................................................................................. 7 

Athletic Department ................................................................................................ 8 

Organizations and School Events… ........................................................................... 9 

Layboard .............................................................................................................9 

Parent Testimonial .............................................................................................. 10 

Why Choose St. Joseph ........................................................................................ 11 
 



 

 
 

The Mission  
 

The Mission of St. Joseph Regional 

Elementary School is to foster the 

total development of each 

student’s character and well-being: 

spiritually, intellectually, emotionally, 

socially and physically. 
 

The Administration, Teachers and 

Staff, focused on the teachings of 

Jesus Christ as rooted in the 

doctrines of the Roman Catholic 

Church, and in the educative 

program of the Religious Teachers 

Filippini, provide a compassionate 

and supportive community to 

achieve the school’spurpose. 
 

Rooted in this Roman Catholic 

Christian tradition, the students will 

recognize andfulfilltheir call to serve 

others in Church and Society. 
 

 

 

The History 
 

St. Joseph Elementary School was founded in 1922 by the Pallottine Fathers. Four years 

later, the school was staffed by the Religious Teachers of St. Lucy Filippini 

(www.filippiniusa.org) whose mission is to educate and inspire young people with an 

awareness that will empower them to influence their world in a Christian manner. 
 

The school has a long history of excellence in education here in Hammonton. Many of its 

graduates pursue Catholic education at St. Joseph High School also here in Hammonton or 

at the other high schools of the diocese. 



ADMINISTRATION AND FACULTY 

Principal: Sr. Betty Jean Takacs,MPF 

Pastor: Fr. David Rivera, of St. Mary of Mt. Carmel Parish 

Regional Pastors: 

Rev. Michael Goyette of Our Lady of the Lakes Bookkeeper: Eileen Santangelo 

Rev. Christopher Mann of Christ the Redeemer Secretary: Rose Mary Dodimead 

Marketing/Advancement Director: Susan Davidow 

 
Early Learning Middle School 

Christine Lambertino 
Pre-K3 

Maria Howard 
Social Studies/5th Grade 

Margaret Veneziani 
Pre-K 4 

Phillip Cook 
Science/6th Grade 

Maria DiPaola 
Aide 

Joan Morsa 
Math/7th Grade 

 
Elementary 

Mary Vacarella 
Language Arts/8th Grade 

Deborah Wagner 
Kindergarten 

 
Specials 

Morgan Mink 
First 

Nichole Ayala 
Art K-8 

Lisa Lorusso 
Second 

Kim Healy 
Music K-8 

Colette Rehmann 
Third 

Karen Franchetti 
Physical Education K-8 

Nichole Ayala 
Fourth 

Sr. Jean Gaeta 
Computer K - 8 

  
Spanish 

 Janice Harrell 
Comp Ed 

 Stacy Powell 
Speech 

 

 

ACCREDITATION 

The Middle States Commission on Higher Education is the unit of the Middle States Association of Colleges and 

Schools that accredits degree-granting colleges and universities in the Middle States region, which includes 

Delaware, the District of Columbia, Maryland, New Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania, Puerto Rico, the U.S. Virgin 

Islands, and several locations internationally. 

The Commission is a voluntary, non-governmental, membership association that defines, maintains, and 

promotes educational excellence across institutions with diverse missions, student populations, and resources. It 

examines each institution as a whole, rather than specific programs within institutions. 

To attain Middle States Accreditation is an achievement for any school. It indicates that the school, its staff, its 

constituentsandcommunityhaveexcelledintheirmission. Duringthe 2011-12 school year, St. Joseph Regional 

Elementary School was re- accredited for the period of May 2012 to May 2019. 

With the emphasis today on STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Mathematics), the teachers are focused 

on encouraging the students to accomplish goals set each year. The team that visited the school commended 

other areas as well: community, organization, leadership, finance, services, and student life. 



Little Cubs Preschool at St. Joseph 

 
PRESCHOOL 3 PROGRAM 
St. Joseph’s three year old 

students are introduced to 

independent learning through a 

vibrant, hands-on environment. 

Children are encouraged to think 

for themselves and develop social 

skills in communicating with 

teachers and other students. Fine 

motor skills are developed 

through coloring, cutting, and 

writing their names when 

children are ready. 

 

PRESCHOOL 4 PROGRAM 
Our Preschool 4 program is a fun-filled 

year designed to help each child 

explore and learn through a multitude of 

hands-on, imaginative units. It is a time 

for each child to grow and learn through 

play and make friends in a fun, safe 

environment. 

Our approach to the 4 year old program 

is to engage our students through small 

group lessons that focus on learning the 

alphabet, numbers, shapes and colors. 

Fine motor skills are developed through 

coloring, cutting, and writing their 

names. Our students begin to follow a 

structured daily routine which will enable 

an easy transition into Kindergarten. 



The Elementary School 
 

 

Kindergarten – 4th Grade 
Our academic curriculum, based on the 

Common Core Standards, is challenging and 

motivates our students to achieve their 

potential. Departmental and ability classes 

are done at various levels to ensure quality 

learning and success. Reading and Math 

groups allow for more personal assistance. 

Science classes for example, 

developmentally focus on various units in Life, 

Plants, Space, Earth and Animals. 

Grades K-2 have a strong focus on Language 

Arts and Arithmetic naturally. With our new 

English and Reading textbook series, our 

children can utilize technology interactive 

activities to supplement classroom 

instruction; they are focusing on beginning 

skills. Learning is also enhanced with classes 

in Art, Computer literacy, Library, Music, 

Physical Education and Spanish. 

Grades 3-5 expand and deepen studies in 

Language Arts and Mathematics 

encompassing geometric and simple 

algebraic concepts. Social Studies and 

Science are explored more seriously. 

Research skills are also developed. Learning 

is also enhanced with classes in Art, 

Computer literacy, Library, Music, Physical 

Education and Spanish. 
 



The Middle School 
 

 
 

5th Grade – 8th Grade 
Our academic curriculum, based on the 

Common Core Standards, is challenging and 

motivates our students to achieve their 

potential. Departmental and ability classes 

are done at various levels to ensure quality 

learning and success. Reading and Math 

groups allow for more personal assistance. 

Science classes for example, 

developmentallyfocusonvariousunits in 

Life, Plants, Space, Earth and Animals. 

 
 

Grades 5-8 have a stimulating high school 

preparatory program where students are 

grouped according to ability in Math. Pre- 

algebra and Algebra are part of the Seventh 

and Eighth grade Math curriculum. Research 

skillsaresharpenedthroughavariety 

projects and labs in Language Arts, Social 

Studies and Science. Learning is also 

enhanced with classes in Art, Computer 

literacy, Music, Physical Education and 

Spanish. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



Programs of Study 

 
English/Language Arts 

Mathematics 

Religion 

Science 

Social Studies 

World Language – Spanish 

Art 

Computer Technology 

Physical Education 

Music 

After-School Clubs 

Student Government 



Soccer 

Athletic Department 
 

The Wildcats 
St. Joseph plays in the Gloucester County 

Catholic Athletic League. Our 

commitment to sport builds healthy, skilled 

athletes. Good sportsmanship is our top 

priority as is respecting others strengths 

and abilities. Teamwork is a lifelong 

character trait that is introduced and 

enforced in our programs. 

A pep rally is held during Catholic School’s 

week to showcase our teams talents to the 

Elementary school in hopes that they will 

be inspired to be our next generation of 

Wildcats. Our Varsity boys and girls teams 

will play in a friendly game against each 

other. 

Baseball 

AVAILABLE TO ALL BOYS IN GRADES 5, 6, 7, & 8 

BOYS VARSITY GIRLS VARSITY 

BOYS JV GIRLS JV 

LITTLE CATS PROGRAM FOR 3RD & 4TH GRADERS 

ALL STUDENTS IN 4TH GRADE – 8TH GRADE PLAY ON A COED 

TEAM. BOTH VARSITY AND JV TEAMS ARE AVAILABLE 

DEPENDING ON THE AMOUNT OF CHILDREN THAT SIGN UP. 

Basketball 

Softball 

AVAILABLE TO ALL GIRLS IN GRADES 5, 6, 7, & 8 



Organizations and School Events 
 

 

 

PTA 

Catholic Schools Week 

Class Trips 

Field Day 

Back to School Barbecue 

Casino Night 

Halloween Party 

American Girl Doll Tea Party 

Thanksgiving Luncheon 

  Holiday Bazaar 

  Angel Tree Lighting/Pasta 
Dinner 

  Christmas Program 

 Band Concert/Dance 

Family Reading Night 

St. Joseph Feast Day Luncheon 

Designer Bag Bingo 

Spring Program 
 

 
 

St. Joseph Regional School Lay Board 

 
The Lay Board is a group of dedicated individuals who, because of their belief 

in Catholic education, provide this service to St. Joseph Regional School. The 

various committees address needs of the school and its programs. 



Parent Testimonial 

 
My name is Donna Sanfilippo. My husband, Emanuel and I are the proud parents of three 

children, Manny, 18 years old, Santino, 16 years old and Talia, 6 years old. We are both graduates of 

St. Joseph High School. My husband is what we call a “lifer” having attended St. Joseph’s from 

kindergarten through 12th grade. 

Thirteen years ago, we were faced with an ever-lasting decision with regards to my first son’s 

education. What would be the best academic choice for our son, Manny? Should we choose a 

private, catholic education or choose our local public school, Folsom Elementary? I am a teacher. 

Therefore, this was not to be an easy decision. I did my “homework” and went to both St. Joseph’s 

Elementary and Folsom Elementary and obtained their curriculum guides. After careful study of the 

guides, meeting and speaking with parents of both these wonderful schools, and much reflection on 

our own faith, it was decided that my son would attend St. Joseph’s Elementary. This once tough 

decision has never been looked back upon. It has not been a financially easy road as my second son 

followed his brother only two years later and my daughter has just graduated from kindergarten. Even 

though it has been a financial sacrifice, we have been blessed by our decision. 

My oldest son has just recently graduated from St. Joseph High School. He finished within the 

top ten of his class and received a scholarship to Seton Hall University, just shy of $100,000. Other 

classmates of his were accepted into Princeton University, Brown University and University of 

Pennsylvania to name just a few. I believe the success of my oldest and no doubt to be followed by 

his brother and sister is due to the sacrifice my husband and I were willing to make all those years ago. 

While attending St. Joseph Elementary both my boys were selected as part of the Johns Hopkins 

Program that allowed them to begin taking the SAT test in seventh grade. I believe this to be one of 

the reasons that he did so well on the SAT and my younger son did the same with the PSAT test. The 

elementary school has never taught students’ to learn or be taught for the sake of standardized testing 

scores. 

St. Joseph Elementary has enabled my boys to be taught morals, values, spirituality, and 

academic excellence on an everyday basis that did not stop in 8th grade but has been nurtured and 

the same continued through their time at St. Joseph High School. There is a sense of family throughout 

both institutions that cannot and is not taken for granted. Our children are known by name throughout 

their education in both schools. They are not a number. They strive to do their best because they have 

been taught the same at home and it continues throughout the hallways of both schools. My husband 

and I have been blessed to be surrounded with parents who have the same goals and beliefs for their 

child as we do. 

Yes, it has been a financial commitment but one that will allow my children to be the best they 

can be academically, and as people throughout the rest of their lives. To me, that is priceless. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

TESTIMONIAL 

Having made the decision to 

send my three children to St. 

Joseph for the past ten years 

was one of the best decisions I 

ever made. I saw a huge 

difference in the way my kids 

have been taught and I was 

pleased with the small 

classroom settingsandloving, 

family-like environment. The 

teachers get to know each 

child individually. 

Last week especially confirmed 

my decision when my senior in 

St. Joseph High School and my 

8th grader had their graduation 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Why Choose St. Joseph 

and 8th grade dinner dance    

and I experienced again how 

close-knit all of the children 

celebrating these events are 

and observed what a GREAT 

group of kids at both grades 

they are – And I believe it’s not 

only from parenting but due to 

the St. Joseph education and 

values. 

It’s been clear that I made a 

great choice and my three 

children have been instilled 

with respect and kindness and 

Catholic values, and they’ve 

been given an education that 

will help them move on with 

confidence and intelligence. 

Sincerely, 

Yvette Smith Samuel 

Families choose St. Joseph for their children 

because of the opportunities they have here 

– to learn, to experience, to discover, to grow 

under the guidance of our Catholic Faith. 

St. Joseph Regional School strives to enroll 

students who exhibit an eagerness for 

learning. The admission process is focused on 

identifying each child’s potential and ability 

to contribute to, and benefit from, being part 

of the St. Joseph Family. 

As a first step, please contact us to schedule 

a personal tour or a student visit or to ask any 

questions you may have. On behalf of the 

entire St. Joseph community, we look forward 

to meeting you and your family. 



St. Joseph Regional Elementary School 
133 N. Third Street 

Hammonton, NJ 08037 
609-704-2400 

FAX: 609-561-4940 

 

www.stjosephprek8.org 
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